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HAP. I. 


— 


Storm. Shipwreck, Valley of Illufion. 


T the end of ſome days navi- 
| gation, the maſter of the 7 wee? 
veſſel perceived a kind of black - 
_ ſpeck at the extremity of the ho- | 
rizon: he turned pale, and ordered 
Vox. II, B all 


— 
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all the fails to be taken in imme- 
diately; his orders however could not 
be ſo ſpeedily executed but that 
the cloud, which at a diſtance ap- 
peared a mere ſpot, came on with 
ſuch amazing rapidity that it appeared 
over the ſhip, before they had done, 
like an enormous' mountain. ready 
to burſt upon it. All the horizon 
was overſpread with its thick dark- 
neſs; the deepeſt. night ſucceeded 
to the cleareſt day; the winds, 
as if unchained from the four quar- 
ters of the world, flew round the 
5 compaſs, and claſhing furiouſly, 
whirled. the veſſel round, as if they 
would have carricd it up into the 
Alr; 
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air the ſky looked wild and con- 
fuſed, when a glimpſe of it could 
be ſnatched through the coruſca- 
tions of lightning, which drew lu- 
minous tracks from one end of the 
hemiſphere” to the other. Some- 
times the flaſhes ſeemed to dart at 


once from all points of the hori- 


zon, and with their diſmal glare 
ſhewed the ſea all in a foam of 
fire ready to ſwallow the veſſel up; 
then inſtantaneouſly from that daz- 
zle of light they were replunged 
into utter darkneſs. The roar of 
the winds and waves, the ſeas that 
overwhelmed them, the tremendous 
reſound of thunder-elaps; the horri- 
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ble confuſion. of all theſe noiſs 
mingled together would have made 
one think the whole univerſe was 
going to wreck over the heads of 
weak mortals. Vet after ſome time 
the hurricane gave ſigns of abat- 
ing; but in the inſtant that the ſky, 
leſs black, afforded a glimmering 
of hope, the ſhip, with the rapidity 
of an arrow. ſent from a bow, ſtruck 
upon a ſhore, unfortunately lee ward 
of it; they heard the dreadful noiſe 

of the veſſel going to pieces upon 

the breakers. All the crew at once 

gave a piercing ſhriek, and in a 


moment the ſhip parted. The waves 
ſwallowed up every ſoul except Se- 
IE lim, 
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Hm, whoſe preſence of mind being 
proof againſt all danger, he ſeized 


a floating fragment of the wreck, 


and endeavoured to get aſhore; his 
hold was ſeveral times waſhed off, 
and he was carried away by the 
reflux of the: ſurge; but at length 
he effected a faſt feizure of the 
point of a rock, and with much 
difficulty got footing on the ſhore. 
His fatigue would not allow him 
to reconnoitre the country; but as 


ſoon as he had reached a neighbour- 


ing beech, he laid himſelf down 
and fel faſt 7573 


When he — the weather 
B 3 | was 


> 
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was ſerene, it was mid day, and the 
ſun had dried his cloaths. He 
found himſelf at the extremity 
of a valley which was covered 
with an infinite number of, trees, 
whoſe branches, adorned with leaves 
of the moſt beautiful green, ſeemed 
at the ſame time laden with fine 
fruits whoſe lively colours differently 
reflected the light. The prince, who 
fele an urgent hunger, advanced 
towards the valley, and. approaching 
one of the trees plucked a pomegra- 
nate; gueis at his ſurpriſe, when he 
found only a diamond of the form, 
colour, and ſize of that fruit. All 
the other fruits. were. alſo precious 
ſtones, 


ſtones, topazes, ſapphires, rubies, 
amethiſts, &c. the trunks of the 
trees were either gold or | filver, 
the leayes were emeralds of different 
ſhades of green. In the middle of 
a  glade, formed by theſe trees, 
was a great canal, at which the 
| prince hoped at leaſt to quench his 
thirſt; but what had appeared to 
him a fine clear water was only a 
tranſparent ſheet of liquid chryſtal 
that ſeemed to ſpring from a rock 
of ſolid diamond, 


Little touched with the beauty 
of this ſight, the prince ſat down 
very melancholy by the ſide of the 

2 Fs canal,. 
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canal, with his head leaning againſt 
a tree, which the current coin of 
all the empires of the world, at it's 
rate of eſtimation, could not have 
purchaſed. Hunger and thirſt, which 
grew more and more intolerable, 
made him feel that there are no 
treaſures of intrinſic value, but ſuch 


as ſerve to relieve our natural 


wants. He looked with contempt 
upon all thoſe magnificent play- 
things for children, and would have 
given all the trees of the iſland and its 
bright canal, for a wild date tree, 
and a puddle of water. He re- 
turned to the ſea ſide to look for 
ſome ſhell-fiſh, and ſaw only an am- 
f phibious 
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phibious animal come out of the 
water, and loſe itſelf among the 
rocks. Theſe formed a chain which 
ſurrounded the valley. The prince 
purſued the road the animal had 
taken; this engaged him in the 
windings of a narrow and ſcarce pe- 
netrable way, that after many @ 
weary turning brought him at length 
to a delicious plain. Here the 
balmy mildneſs of the air, the bloom _ 
of the flowers, the abundance and 
beauty of the fruits, which were 
really ſuch, and whoſe taſte he 
found exquiſite, made him think 
he was got into a terreſtrial paradiſe; 
After having fatisfied his hunger 

| S&T 
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and thirſt he advanced farther into 
the country: at the end of an alley 
of orange trees, he ſaw a grotto, 
ſheltered on the outſide by two 
pomegranate trees; he advanced to- 
wards it, and perceived a very hand- 
ſome young man and a woman of 
moſt exquiſite beauty, 'who were 
kneeling at an altar, on which was 
placed a ſtatue of the God of 


Love. A child, the Va ne the 
divinity they worſhipped, was play- 


ing beſide them. At the noiſe of 
Selim's approach they aroſe ; great 
was their ſurpriſe to ſee the prince; 
but he, advancing towards them 
with an air capable of removing 


any 


” 


OF ADVERSITY, 1 


any unfavorable apprehenſion, told 
them the misfortunes that had oc- 
caſioned his coming thither. The 
young man anſwered him in the 
moſt polite and obliging terms; 
then having conducted him into 
the grotto, which they had quitted 


to meet him, they ſerved him with. ' 
fruit and milk in ſhells of differ- 
ent ſizes. they alſo preſented him 

with the eggs of a particular bird, 
Which are found on the rocks there, 
and are delicious eating. 


After the repaſt, the prince hav- 
ing expreſſed to them the utmoſt 
gratitude for their hoſpitality, could 
not 


\ 


not help telling them how much he 
was ſurpriſed to find in a ſeem- 
ingly deſerted place two perſons 
whole manners were not leſs grace- 
ful and noble than their figure, 
who ſpoke the Indian tongue, and 
who rather appeared to have been 
bred in a palace than a grotto. 


« Sir,” ſaid the young man, 
ſmiling, * my knowledge of the 
Indian tongue as well as -that of 
every other nation is a gift from 


the diyinity we adore. 


ſpeak the languagg of every coun- 
try. In reſpect to the other ſubjects 
of your ſurpriſe, to which we owe 


— 
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His votaries 
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foo flattering a compliment, a re- 
cital of my adventures alone can 
remove it,” | 


Selim expreſſed the ſatisfaction 
this recital would give him; the 
young man therefore, when his fe- 
male companion was withdrawn, 
began in the following terms. | 
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Hiſtory of Elmaze and Euphroſyne.. 


Y wife, whom you faw with 


me, and myſelf were born 
in the Iſland of Love, in the King- 
dom of Beauty. It is neceſſary to tell 
2 you what are the cuſtoms, laws and reli- 
2 gion of that country, or rather what 
they were, before a foreignprince, who. 

| now. 
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now reigns there, had brought us 
a new worſhip and new laws. 


You are to know then, that in 
the Kingdom of Beauty there is no 
diſtinction amongſt the fair ſex but 
what Beauty itſelf has made; the 
higheſt title is that of pleaſing; the 
moſt lovely are the moſt noble, and 
they have no other dower than 
their charms. The perſons of both 
ſexes who are not married, aſſem- 
ble twice a week in a great mea- 
dow, called the meadow of lovers. 
There they amuſe themſelves with 
dancing and other rural paſtimes. 
Every one, without any diſtinction 
f of 
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of rank, makes his addreſſes freely 
to her who pleaſes him beſt, and 
_ endeavours to render himſelf agree- 
able to her. Rivals may only 
carry on their competition by ſtriv- 
ing which ſhall appear moſt amia- 

ble. - Courtſhip, attentions, ſervices, 
all arts of this kind are employed; 


a deſice of pleaſing produces itſelf 
in a thouſand - agreeable. ſapes; but 
any violence is ſtrictly forbidden, 
and any perſonal attack upon riyals: 
18 puniſhed with death. Not but 
that courage is in the higheſt eſteem; _ 


5 it is ſo much the object of reſpect, 


that a regard for it is early inſtilled: 
into the fair, who generally beſtow- 
themſelves. 


— 
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themſelves on the braveſt; but then 
it is only-in favour of their coun- 


try that they are allowed to ſignal- 
ize their valour. It was by a ſtate 
maxim intended, that beauty ſhould, 
as it raiſed the ſoul of the warrior, 
ſoften the manners of the patriot. 
When two lovers had agreed in a 
mutual liking, they took one ano- 
ther by the hand, and proceeded 
to the altar of the god whom we 
adore. This god is repreſented un- 
der the figure of a beautiful youth © 


in whom a ſoft down ſcarce naps 
his roſeate cheeks; in one hand he 
holds a torch, and in the other a 
loadſtone, and ſmiles at two turtle- 

doves 
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doves who are billing at his feet. 

His temple of lapis lazuli, ſup- 
ported by an hundred pillars of 
amethiſt, is always ſtrewed with freſh 
flowers, the moſt fragrant perfumes 
are for ever ſmoking on his altar. 
As ſoon as two lovers appear before 
it, the high prieſt is appriſed of it, 
who on no pretext can refuſe to 
«unite them: ſuch a refuſal would: 

be deemed a ſacrilege, Mutual 
love is looked upon as the inſpi- 
_ * ration of the deity. The marriage 
is performed by encircling them 
both within the ſame garland. 

From the altar they are con- 

ducted by their friends to their 


— 
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future abode; there they are put a 
in . poſſeſſion, of their property, 
which conſiſts of a neat cottage, of 
with a ſmall quantity of land. a 
garden, and a flock of ſheep. This 

is the portion of all alike; for, as 1 

have told you, our laws admit of : 5 
no diſtinction, the care of the land is ; 

given to the man, the attendance 

on her flock is the province of the | 
woman. The only emulation among 4 
| the huſbands, is only who ſhall ; 

be the moſt, conſtant; the firſt wiſh 
of every wife, to be the moſt N 
worthy of that conſtancy; hence 
the hufbands never, loſe, thoſe at- 

tentions which they employed to 

ol 
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gain the affection of their wives, 
and the wires by the preſervation 
of that delicacy ſo indiſpenſible in 
our neareſt connections, by © conti- 


nuing to embelliſh thoſe charms 


and cultivate thoſe talents and vir- 


tues which joined the lover, retain 


their mutual regard to the end of 
their exiſtence. Though the ardor | 
of their paſſion naturally ſubſides, 


it is ſucceeded” by the durable tie 


of the tendereſt eſteem; and the 
affecting care of a riſing family 
ſtrengthens the bands of domeſtic 

union. As the attention required 

by their land and flocks ſeparates 
them for the greater part of the 
| 5 day, 


＋ 
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day, it precludes that ſatiety which 
is the almoſt inevitable conſequence 
of an uninterrupted intercourſe. 105 
Beſides the temple of our deity, 
there was one dedicated to Infamy. 
To the altar of this temple, on 
which was placed the figure of 
Shame, her face averted, were 
brought thoſe who had offended 
-againſt the ſacred duties of virtue 
or courage; here they were obliged 
to relinquiſh the diſtinctions with 
which ſuch as conform to the rules 
preſcribed by our religion and laws 
are inveſted; theſe diſtinctions con- 
ſiſt of a zone for the women, on 
| which 
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which is beautifully ' wrought, in a 
| wreath of the moſt delicate flowers, 


the word chaſtity. That of the 
man, is a ſword tempered by Vul- 
can himſelf at the interceſſion of 
our protectreſs, Venus. On the 
diſcovery of any breach of theſe, the 
moſt important laws of our com- 
munity, the offender was brought 
amidſt a croud of innumerable 
ſpectators to the temple; when they” 


had ſacrificed their honors, ſentence 
of perpetual baniſhment was pro- 


nounced upon them, and they were 
immediately conducted out of the 
kingdom. This puniſhment, which 
was deemed infinitely more dread- 
ful 


* 
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ful than death, produced ſuch happy 
effects that for many generations 


there had been no inſtance of a 


breach of the laws. 


Such from time immemorial were 
the cuſtoms and religion of that 
country; our kings had themſelves 
ſubmitted. to them; but a few years 
ago, by the misfortune which at- 
tended our deity through the fatal 


curioſity of Plyche, our kingdom 


was entirely neglected. Envy had 


found means to infuſe. her malig- 


nant poiſon into the heat of the 


Queen of Beauty; ſhe became 


cruel, revengeful, and a prey to 


the 
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the moſt tormenting paſſions; the 
4 lovely Pſyche was her victim. Cu- 
pid gave himſelf up wholly to his 
ſorrows, and theſe . dreadful events 
produced the | total overthrow of 
our happy kingdom. The monarch 
of a diſtant country, who is called 
Ambition, had long ſought for uni- 
verſal empire; the Kingdom of 
Love had made the moſt ſucceſs- 
ful reſiſtance to his ſcheme; he had 
hitherto found it impregnable; but 
the watchfulneſs of his nature made 
him obſerve the neglect of our 
protectors; he was too enterpriſing 
not to take advantage of it. This 
monarch had united himſelf to the 
moſt 
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moſt powerful princeſs in the world; 
Richeſſa, ſo called from her being 
ſovereign of all the gold mines. 
Before her marriage with this prince, 
her kingdom was peopled with 
nothing but ſtupid animals, who 
walked to be ſure on two legs, 
but who, in other reſpects, had 
leſs of the man than the aſs: theſe 
heavy bipeds had the ears and ſkin 
of that animal, the face of an owl, 
and the hands of harpies which 
ſerved them to dig the earth and 
claw out the gold, of which they 
were inſatiable, When their princeſs 
eſpouſed Ambition, he obtained from 
a Fairy who favored him the privi- 
Vol. II. Ct lege 
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lege of giving them human forms; 
but they ever retained the ſtupidity 
and inclinations of their firſt con- 
dition, and, above all a thirſt for 
gold, which might be called a money- 
dropſy. When they had mucked 
up conſiderable heaps of it, they 
imagined themſelves, what they call 
above ue world, forgot their ori- 
ginal form, and often made others, 
forget it too. It has been re» 
marked that ſome men have made 
God after their own image; theſe 
are of that number; they adore the 


LAY 


gured trampling that of Honor un- 
der his feet; 


| ſtatue of a golden aſs, who is fi- 


Ambition, 
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Ambition, ſtrengthened by this 
alliance, found our deſerted king- 
dom too eaſy a prey to his views. 
By dint of the treaſures. he ſcat- 
tered on the occaſion. he procured 
himſelf to be elected our king; 
when this was accompliſhed, his 
richeſt ſubjects followed him into 
his new kingdom. Accuſtomed to 
ſee the effect of gold and jewels 
on the women of their corrupted 
nation, they expected their rich gifts 
would gain the hearts of our lovely 
young nymphs, and that there was 
nothing more required of them 
than to appear in the Meadow of 


Lovers, ſure of ſucceſs, with their 
C 2 coarſe 
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_ coarſe figures, driving before them 


wheelbarrows full of gold and jewels. 


But their expeCtations were diſap- 


Pointed ; they were the jeſt of the 


women, who treated them with the 


utmoſt contempt. - The king, who 


was partial to theſe ſubjects of his 


golden acquiſition, wiſhed' to favor 


them, but could not compaſs it 


without changing our religion and 


laws. He. corrupted the high-prieſt, 


— — * 


and gained over the chiefs of the 


_— wo 


ſtate who were advanced in years 


and poſſeſſed not che talent of pleaſ- 
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ing; they made a marriage act, by 


which the choice of a huſband no 


longer depended on the inclination 
| of 
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of the lovers, but on the arbitrary 
will of parents. This law had not 
all the effect that was hoped from 
it. The young people ſacrificed 
every conſideration to what they 
owed their natural religion, and the 
power of the monarch extended not 
ſo far as to prevent their marry- 
ing ſecretly according to their in- 
clination. A ſecond law was enacted 
therefore, by which in ſuch caſe the 
two lovers were to be put into a 
boat and caſt adrift in the high- ſea 
to the mercy of the winds and 
waves. 


Euphroſyne (that is my wife's 
C 3 name) 
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name) was entering her ſixteenth 
year when this law was promulged, 
I was then nineteen, and till then 
had with -impunity reſorted to the 
Meadow of Lovers. All the beau- 
ties I had ſeen there had left me 
free, not one of them had the load- 
ſtone of my heart. Euphroſyne 
appeared, and I adored her. She 
was not merely beautiful, but had 
diffuſed over her whole perſon that 
ſweet indeſcribable charm ſo much 
more powerful than even beauty it- 
ſelf. It was ſaid that Euphroſyne 
at her birth had been bathed in 
the fountain of the Graces; and 
certainly were the Graces to be pic- 
tured 
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tured ſhe might have furniſhed the 
model,. I addrefled her, and trem- 
bled as I ſpoke; my faultering 
tongue ſtammered out ſome diſor- 
dered words. I never left her whilſt 
ſhe ſtaid on the meadow; when ſhe 
withdrew, methought the ſun with- 
drew too. I remained a long while 
motionleſs and penſive; at length 1 
returned home full of her image, 
and - incapable of thinking for an 
inſtant on any thing elſe. How 
dreadfully long did the time appear 
to me till I was to ſee her again! 
J was ſure to be in the meadow 
before any body elſe, and as ſoon 
as Euphroſyne appeared I flew to 
a C 4 meet 
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meet her. Her converſation had 
not fewer graces than her perſon; 
it was all in that ſtvle of native 
ſimplicity which is the precious 
mark of an uncorrupted mind, new 
to the things of the world. I had 
a great number of rivals, but Eu- 
phroſyne diſtinguiſned my love from 
that of the reſt; J had the hap- 
pineſs to pleaſe her, and the moment 
was at hand for my obtaining every 
fond deſire of my heart, when Prince 
Phanor, (or, as ſome called him, Prince 
Pride) ſaw Euphroſyne, and conceived 
the moſt violent paſſion for her. This 
prince was the eldeft ſon of Ambition by 
Richeſſa; he very much reſembled his 
mother, 
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mother, who was exceſſively ugly, and 
had all the inſulence which the ſon of ſuch 
parents might be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. 
His manners were not more amiable than 
his figure, which was the meaneſt 
that could beæ ſeen, though he af- 
fected tho part and aflurance of a 
conqueror. - As to wit, talents, and 
virtues, you may eaſily imagine, that 
as the richeſt prince on earth, he 
had a ſufficiency of them in his 
treaſury. 


Euphrofyne received the declara- 
tion of his love with equal reſpect 
and coldneſs. Phanor gave her every 
day entertainments, in which he diſ- 
C 5 played 
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played his magnificence and his bad 
taſte. He took ſo much pains to 
pleaſe her that he became inſup- 
portable. But it was not ſo with 
the parents of Euphtoſyne; over- 
whelmed with the princes favors, 
corrupted by bis valuable gifts, and 
doazzled With his rank, they declared 
in his favor, and gave their daugh- 
ter but a month's time for her 
determination to acctpt him. Pha- 
nor, in appearing upon the liſts, 
had driven away all his rivals; my 
paſſion had been forced to conſtrain 
itſelf in public, but I ſaw her in 
private. An old flave wha. was in 
her ſervice, and whom 1 had gained, 
bs ve; - a J - * fend 
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Facilitated to me the means of it: 
gueſs what was my deſpair when 
Euphroſyne acquainted me with the 
reſolution of her parents; I was at 
her feet, and embracing het knees, 
bathed them with my tears, with 
which ſhe mivgled © hers, ſaying 
wu Be aſſured, dear Elmaze, be af- 
fured I never will be any others 
than yotir's, and if 1 muſt die or- 
be ſeparated from you 1 will not: 
heſitate to ama death.” 


1. Dye: 


* 
„ 


* Ali“ replied I, & may Heaven 
preſerve me from receiving ſo fatal. 
a. mn of your love! let me ſooner: 


- undergo- 
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undergo a thouſand deaths! But if 
you really love me e, ug. 
q 3 , * * | 214 4 
1 Ungratefull can you 2 wee 
J love you?” ſaid Euphroſyne. 
Well then, Euphroſyne,” con- 
tinued 1, © why ſuffer ourſelves to 
be the victims of an impious in- 
novating law the God whom we 
adore ſpeaks to your heart as well 
as to mine; he dictates to you the 
huſband you ſhouid chuſe, his inſpi- 
Tations are oracles. Let us exempt 
ourſelves. from. tyranny ;. let us fly! 
TJ have a fortune which I can dis- 
poſe ot in a few days. You love 


Ae, 
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me, I love you; and vihout ſacrilege 
Jou cannot have any other huſband 
than me.“ Raiba I 0 


c « Yes,” faid ſhe, reaching me her 
hand, “ you are mine; in acknow- 
ledging you for my huſband 1 obey 
the God who 1nſpires me. Hoher 
ful God!“ added ſhe, © we take 
thee for a witnels of the bands 
formed by Elmaze and me: protect 
an union which you ordain; and 
may the happineſs of Elmaze be, 
if poſſible, equal to the eternal love 
1, yow to him !” 


1 joined my vows and oaths to 
thoſe 


NR Fat ö 
thoſe of Euphroſyne ; the God head 
them, and ſigniffed Hts approbation 
of our union by a flaſh of light 
which dazzled our eyes, as if he 
had ſhook his torch. We then con- 
Tolted the means of eſcape; and it 
Wis agreed that 1 ſhould go inftantly 
Ane epatte every thing for our re- 
test Pho other cliwes. We then 
ſeparated, and 1 took ſdch meafures 

that every thing was ready in a few 
days; but my happineſs was too 
great to coſt me ſo little. Phanor,, 
perſuaded that nothing but ſome 
very powerful prepoſfeſſion for ano- 
ther could defeat the effect of his 
merit, ſpared no pains to diſcover 
it. 
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it. The ſlave who had hitherto been 
in my intereſt was not proof againſt 
the greatneſs of his bribes. We were 
betrayed by her, I was ſeized as 
I was kneeling at the feet of Eu- 
phroſyne, before I could defend 
myſelf, We were each put into - 
ſeparate priſon, The love of Phanor, 
taking its colour from his natural 
diſpoſition, then turned into hatred; 
he reſolved to deliver us up to the 
Tigor of the law, Euphroſyne and 
1 were drefled in wedding garments: 
e were led to the Temple of Love: 
the high-prieſt encircled us with the 
nuptial cincture; the inſtant. after, 
ve were carried to the ſea- ſide, put 
into 


into an open boat without oars, rud- 
der or ſail, and they had tne cruelty to 
turn us adrift in it after. they had | 
towed us into the open lea, 

When I ſaw myſelf alone with Eu- 
phroſyne, in a frail bark amidſt the 
vaſt deſarts of the ſky and ocean, 
out of ſight of all land, and no 
proſpect of any aſſiſtance, I felt a 
Aort of ſhudder which no language 
can expreſs. I fell at the feet of 
Euphroſyne, and claſping her knees 
in an agony that would ſcarce per- 
mit me to a Ati 3 
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Ah,“ ſaid 1 at length, “ it is 
I who have deſtroyed you!“ 


What,“ ſaid ſhe with an air in 
which tenderneſs and firmneſs were 
mingled, would you wiſh that 
Euphroſyne were not your bride? 
Would not my marriage wich Pha- 
nor have been worſe for you, worſe 
for me, than this death that awaits 
us? We ſhall at leaſt have the con- 
ſolation of dying, ſince we are not 
permitted toi live together; yes, deareſt 
ons ti no t 1 ü 945 
Here ſhe was interrupted by a 
great wave; whoſe ſwell" had almoſt 
pn overſet 
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overſet our boat, The ſea began to 


* 7 ] F 

Tr 4 | - | Wel T0 A, 

1 E. 1 z 8 1 v i - * 4 | ! 4 f d » 4 2 : 1 G 4 » 
- a : 


« Come,” ſaid ſhe.to me, then 
Jet me for the laſt time embrace 
you; that cloic'y united, one watery 
grave may twallow without ſeparat- 
ing us.” 


1 precipitated myſelf into her 
arms with a heart penetrated . by 
her diſtreſs. Her face was cloſe to 
mine as I held her in my arms. 
1 felt the tears trickle down my 
cheeks, while the bark, one inſtant 
mounted a prodigious Height and 
the next replunged into an abyſs, 

threatened 
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threatened us with the moſt imminent 
danger. The wind, however, abated, 
the ſea grew ſmoother, and the bark 
got into a rapid current, which hur- 
ried away at an extraordinary rate 
into a bay of this iſland, At the 
unexpected ſight of land we gave an 
exclamation of joy. 1 felt my heart 
relieved from the horrible weight 
that oppreſſed it. I embraced Eu- 
phroſyne with tranſports, ſhe claſped 
me in her arms. 


e Dear huſband,” ſaid ſhe, our 
love is heaven-born, ſince Heaven 
itſelf thus evidently protects it. 
Whoever are the inhabitants of this 

fine 


| 


—_ 
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ſine country, they cannot ſurely be 
ſuch barbarians as to refuſe us a 


refuge.” 


We ſaw however no traces of any 
habitation; and after having ſearched 
the plain over we aſſured ourſelves 
that it was a deſart. | 


Our happineſs,” ſaid Euphroſyne, 


is greater than we could have 
| hoped; ſequeſtered here, from all 
other mortals we may live for one 
another. You, dear Elmaze, are the 
whole univerſe to me. See theſe trees 
laden with fruits; here liberal Na- 
Nie oe 043814 4. ture 
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ture of herſelf has provided for all 
our wants.” 


% And Love,” ſaid I, “ ſhall pro- 
vide for our happineſs,” 


Then reaching her hands to one 
of the fineſt fruits, which from her 
touch received new beauty, ſhe pre- 
ſented it to me. We both eat, 
and deliciouſly refreſhed ourſelves, - 


and in the evening retired into this 


grotto. Here we found a bed of 
moſs as ſoft as if the God of Love 
had formed it with the down of 


his wings; our ſlcep was the ſweeter 
for the fatigue we had ſuffered. 
| Several 
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Several years have fince , winged 
their circle which have appeared to 
us only as moments. A child has 
been born to us, whom my wife 
nurſes, This fruit of our love is 
a new cement, We live a life 
tranquil, happy, and healthy, becauſe 
we are temperate, and the air is 


extremely clear. We ſearch the 
rocks for birds eggs. We find ex- 
cellent ſhell-fiſh on the ſea ſhore. 


Our walks are enchanting groves, 


in which the ſmell is not leſs gra- 
tified than the ſight. The warbling 
of the birds, the diverſity of their 
plumage, their little various ceco- 
nomy, their loves, all furniſh us 

with 
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with innocent pleaſures. We amuſe 
ourſelves with conſidering the dif- 
ferent productions of Nature, Who 
offers to our obſervation ſubjects 
continually new, and always agree- 
able and intereſting from that in- 
exhauſtible variety of beings which 
ſhe- has ſpread over the earth; Eu- 
phroſyne makes us habits of the 
bark of a tree here, which reſem- 
dles ſilk, the ligaments of the ſap- 
lings furniſh the means of joining it. 
You: may perceive in the elegance 
with which theſe habits are formed 
the advantage every thing receives 
from her taſte. While my wife is 
thus employed, 1 amuſe myſelf by 
carving, 
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carving figures, which I perform with * - 
ſome. ſucceſs as I was always fond 
of ſculpture; thus we draw pleaſure 
from every circumſtance, Love in 
ſhort protects us, and gives charms 
to this deſart, We have not known + 
in it for one inſtant that wearineſs 
of mind which is ſo often to be 
found in the moſt ſplendid courts. 
When we were ſettled in this abode, 
we erected the altar you ſee; the 
figure of the god is the work of 
my hands. Here Euphroſyne and T, 
when we ariſe, immediately repair; 
we ſtrew the altar with freſh flowers, 
and then offer up our oriſons. The 
day is concluded as it is began, 
| with 
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with a prayer of gratitude to our 
beneficient protector, the incenſe is 
accepted, our wants are all ſup- 
plied, nor have we a wiſh unſatis- 
fied,” 


Such was the narrative of the 
young man. Thke happineſs which 
he and his wife enjoyed in that ſo- 
litude, did not in the leaſt ſurpriſe 
Selim, He was himſelf worthy of 
taſting the like with Zelica: but 
far ſeparated from her, his ſtay 
on this iſland could not but appear 
inſupportable to him. We ſhall 


however leave him in it for a 
Vor, II. Wo while, 


\ 
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while, and return to Zelica; for 
whoſe fate we will ſuppoſe the 
reader is not without concern. 
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22 may be remembered that 
Zelica was left in a foreſt, 
having on her finger a ring which 
rendered her inviſible at pleaſure, and 
ſecured her againſt all enchantments. 
She reſorted to the next town, ſold 
a valuable diamond, took the habit 
of a man, and reſumed her journey, 
in the deſign to get to the next 
ſeaport, and there embark for the 
Iſland of Friends. She loft her way 
D 2 24 
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as ſhe was going over a wood, and 
found herſelf in a moſt frightful 
ſolitude, The road was full of pre- 
cipices; great rocks, covered with 
moſs, were irregularly ſcattered here 
and there; tall and black cy- 
preſſes, the ancient dwellings of 
owls. and other birds of night, at 
different ſpaces diffuſed their diſmal 
ſhade; a torrent that precipitated 
itſelf from the ſummit of a hill 
rolled with a frightful noiſe its 
foaming muddy waters through the 
rocks. Every thing in this diſmal 
place inſpired melancholy and horror; 
but what ſurpriſed Zelica was, to 
ſee in the midſt of ſo ſavage a de- 
| fart, 
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fart, a riſing ground on which were 
two orange trees, whoſe uniting 
branches formed a bower and over- 
ſpread with their ſhade and- flowers 
the ſpot where they were placed. 
At the foot of them was a carpet 
of verdure, and round it ſeats. of 
turf, And now a man approached 
her who drew all her attention. 
He was old, and had that caſt of 
countenance which excites venera- 
tion in the beholder ; his hair was 
ſilver with age; his figure noble 
and intereſting ; the beauty of his 
features, though faded, ſtill ſhewed 
the remains of a fine face, but it 
bore the traces of the moſt pro- 
D 3 found 
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found melancholy. Zelica advanced 
towards him; and he ſeemed ſur- 
priſed to ſee in that deſart ſo beau- 


\ tiful' a youth» Zelica, without 


| diſcovering her ſex, told him that 


the had loſt her way, and as night 


approached, entreated a ſheker, The 
old man conducted her to a cave 
that was at the foot of a hill, which 
rather reſembled a den for wild 


beaſts than a human habitation. 


He excuſed himſelf for not having 
a better retreat to offer her, made 
her fit down upon a bed of dry 
herbage, and preſented her with ſome 
wild fruits. This bed, on which 
ſhe ſat whilſt ſhe made a wretched 
repaſt, 
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repaſt, ſerved her to paſs as wretched 
a night. The old man flept not 
better than his gueſt. Zelica heard 
him ſigh inceſſantly. As ſoon as 
the firſt rays of the morning ſun 
appeared, both got up, The old - 
man, not content with ſhewing Zelica 
the road ſhe was to take, inſiſted 
on conducting her himſclf to the 
next ſeaport. In coming out of 
the cave, they paſſed near the riſing 
ground overſhadowed by the two 
orange- trees: the old man caſt his 
eyes upon it with a deep ſigh ;* he 
ſtopped before it in a penſive poſ- 
ture, as if penetrated to the ſoul 
with ſome cruel remembrance z his 

D 4 heart 
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heart ſeemed overcharged; at length 


he burſt into a flood of tears which 
bedewed his venerable face“ O 
« deareſt Zamor !” cried he feveral 
times, in a tone which expreſſed 
the ſharpeſt affliction. Zelica, moved 
at once by the tendereſt compaſſion 
and curioſity, could not help teſti- 
fying both to him. He remained 
ſome time without anſwering her, 
or even ſeeming to hear her; 
at length coming to himſelf, he 
ſaid, Ah Sir! you ſee in me the 
„ moſt unfortunate of men; an 
6 irremediable affliction has brought 
* me into this deſart. I have 
« flown from all mankind, but 

| * from 
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« from reflection I cannot fly; the 
idea of my cruel misfortunes is 
« ever preſent to my mind. I 
* had a friend; there you ſee his 
«© tomb: it is I who made it, it 
« is I who occaſioned his death, 
« Yes,” purſued he, burſting into 
a freſh flood of tears, * this friend 
« was dearer than myſelf —yet—1 
*. deſtroyed him.” —Ztlica's curioſity 
redoubled at theſe words; the old 
man could not refuſe to : ſatisfy it: 
as they, proceeded on their way 
therefore he began his narrative in 


the following terms, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Hiftory of Zulmis. 


Y name is Zulmis : my father 

was one of the greateſt 
families of Balkis, and very much 
beloved by the prince of it. He 
neglected no means of procuring 
me a good education; my diſpoſi- 
tion ſeconded his intentions; I may 
without vanity ſay, that when 1 


made 


* 
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made my firſt appearance in the 
world, I had joined to the cul 
tivation of my mind, an upright 
and beneficent heart. 


Amongſt the companions of my 
ſtudies, there was one who had 
greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, and 
was not the leſs beloved for 
his ſuperiority: he was called Za- 
mor: nature had implanted in him 
a ſweetneſs and modeſty of man- 
ners, that ſoftened the glare of his 
merit, and made him be forgiven 
the- exceſs of it. We felt early 
in us a ftrong inclination towards 
a mutual friendſhip; time increaſed 
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it; and our hearts, through the ties 
of a reciprocal union, were grown 
into one. Upon quitting our ſtu— 
dies, we performed together our 
firſt exerciſes, and after them our 
firſt campaigns. I had the happi- 
neſs to ſave Zamor's life in a 
battle, which endeared us the 
more to each other. His birth 
was not inferior to mine, and his 
family had moreover the advantage 
of the prince's favour, for my 
father being deceaſed, his had been 
promoted to the place. Zamor 


employed his credit ſo worthily, 
that he would have made friends 
even at court, could a ſentiment ſo 

noble 
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noble have had entrance into worth- 
leſs, ſervile minds. A cruel expe- 
rience ſoon made him know, that 
the worſhippers of fortune have no 
friends but hers. His father inno- 
cently, incurred the prince's diſ- 
pleaſure, fell into diſgrace, and 
a few days after died with grief, 
Zamor was himſelf diſgraced, and 
thoſe who had the greateſt obli- 
gations to him were the moſt 
ſolicitous to avoid him, All the 
favours which his family received 
from the court were withdrawn : 
he was ſtripped of every thing, 
and left without any fortune. His 
father had been fond of ſtate and 
_ thew, 
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ſhew, and what he left was ſcarce 
ſufficient to. pay his creditors. 


Zamor, though poſſeſſed of un- 
ceommon ſ-nlibility, bore his misfor- 
tunes like an hero: like one in 
ſhort, who had only lent himſelf to 
favour: the ingratitude of thoſe 
whom he had obliged, did not 
ſurpriſe him: he had laid his account 
in it: I remained to him, and he 
reckoned that he had loſt nothing. 


Before his diſgrace, Zamor had 
been my friend, I now treated him 
as a brother; my fortune, which 


was conſiderable, was not more my 
| - own. 


OF ADVERSITY. 63 


own than his. This was not 
enough; I ventured, for his ſake, 
to diſpleaſe the prince—I ſpoke 
to him in favour of Zamor. The 
court ſcarce admits of any medium 
between inſolence and meanneſs. 
Some courtiers made the prince 
think that I had failed by this 
ſtep in my duty to him; and 1 
was ruined in his good opinion, 
for having done this. virtuous office 
to one, who was unfortunate, in- 
nocent, and my friend. 


As the being a ſlave was never 
a part of my ambition, I could 
not be much afflicted at the hap- 

pineſs 
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pineſs of freedom and independance: 
and I renounced without any re— 
gret, the hopes of | thoſe honours, 
to which the having deſerved them 


is ſo often a title of excluſion. 


Zamor was penetrated to the 
heart by what I had done for 
him; but he was penetrated as. a 
man ſhould. be, who would have 
done as much for me. He did 
not affect a reluctance to accept 
theſe marks of my friendſhip; they 
naturally appeared to bim matter 
in courſe; and he uſed my for- 
tune as he would have done his own, 


or as frankly as I would have 
employed. 


— 
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employed his, if I had been in 
his place. 


We retired. together to one of 
my eſtates, where we lived happy. 
We had both a taſte for literature, 
and a ftrong - inclination to culti- 
vate the fine arts, which filled 
2 great part of our tiwe; the 
reſt we employed in hunting, 
walking, and that ſweet commu- 
nication of thoughts and ſentiments, 
which conſtitutes the charm of 


friendſhip. Our happineſs ſeemed 


the ſweeter to us for not being 


envied; it coſt us too little to 
be ſo; we made no doubt, but 
that 
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that in the eyes of the court 
we were objects of compaſſion, 
whilſt we were bleſſing our deſtiny 
that had procured us that fortu- 
nate diſgrace. Thus flowed our 
days: the commerce of the muſes, 
our liberty ſo ſweet, and friend- 
ſhip ſweeter, yet beguiled all our 
moments. We had formed a 
reſolution to avoid love, as the 
rock on which happineſs and wif- 
dom are ſo often obſerved to 
ſplit; but who can flatter himſelf 
with remaining for ever inſenſible ? 
the hour of affection comes, and 
the heart flies to meet it's chains. 


A young 
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A ü young widow had ſome lands 
in our neighbourhood; the ſet- 
tlement of her affairs, had required 
her coming to paſs ſome time 
upon them. We learnt that ſhe 
was very beautiful; her huſband, 
whom her parents had forced her 
to marry, was much older than 
herſelf; he was ſq jealous of her, 
that from the time of their mar- 
riage, he had ſecluded her entirely 
from the world, and had given 
a ſtrange proof of it on his death- 
bed, by exacting a promiſe from 
her, that ſhe ſhould' not marry 


for three years after his deceaſe, 
This account of Fatima, (ſo was 
the 


— . 1 
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the young widow called) excited 


our curiolity: we made her a 


viſit, and found her indeed very 
lovely: to a moſt charming 
figure, ſhe joined a countenance 
ſo calculated to pleaſe, or rather 
to affect the heart, that it was 
almoſt impoſſible to ſee her 
with impunity : expreſſion and 


ſentiment marked every lineament 


of her fine face; the indications 
they gave of a ſenſible heart, 
were not deceitful; with a diſpo- 
ſition the moſt tender, ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed a mind uncommonly. ſtrong. 
During the period of her huſband's 


life, ſhe had profited by her 
ſolitude 
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folitude to cultivate her . talents; 
the effect was evident, her conver- 
dation was more attractive than 
even her perſon; ſentiment itſelf 
dictated every word ſhe uttered. I 
perceived all her charms, and what 
was more, I felt their power, but 
it was not with that violence 
which/ does not leave us maſters 
of ourſelves. My diſpoſition in- 
clined me to receive impreſſions 
gradually, but when once ad- 
mitted, they were never to be 
eradicated. 


It was not ſo with Zamor; his 
paſſions were more lively: incapa- 
ble 
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ble -of any but the moſt noble 
ſentiments, he ſaw no neceſſity 
for curbing his imagination; hence 
he gave himſelf up without reſerve 
to the predominant feeling. This 
difference of our diſpoſitions, ſerved 
only to unite us the more cloſely; 
his vivacity enlivened my gravity, 
while my prudence tempered his 
impetuoſity, With ſuch feelings, 
it was not ſurpriſing to me to 
find my friend paſſionately in love 
with Fatima. That love carried 
him away like a torrent, and 
levelled all his reſolutions as weak 
barriers. Trembling, he acquainted 
me with the ſtate of his heart; he 

was 
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was afraid that Fatima might have 
made the ſame impreſſion on mine, 
«« Tell me, ſincerely,” ſaid he, 
© whether you love Fatima? if 
% you do, I will ſacrifice my 
«6 paſſion to you, but do not 
« give it time to ſtrengthen; ac- 
& cept my ſacrifice whilſt J hope 
„it is yet in my power te make 
« it, without ceaſing to live.” 


I embraced Zamor affectionately, 
aſſuring him I was not in love; 
and I judged how much ſo he 
was, by the tranſports with which 
he embraced me, 


Zamor 
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Zamor was too deeply ſmitten: 
not to be timorous, I thought it 
was my duty then to ſerve him 
with his miſtreſs; I therefore told 
Fatima what my friend durſt not 
tell her himſelf. From her bluſhes, 
and the emotions ſhe betrayed, I 


conceived ſhe was not averſe to 
the propoſal; and found therefore 


new occaſion to felicitate myſelf 
on the reſolution I had taken, 
(from Zamor's confeſſion) to ſup- 
preſs every tender ' ſentiment to- 
wards her. The way being thus 
prepared for him, Zamor ventured 
to ſpeak himſelf; but he frequently 
complained to me of the little 


— 


progreſs 
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progreſs he made in Fatima's 


affections, this 1 imputed to the 
apprehenſions inſeparable from love, 
l ſaid all I could to encourage 
him, but he ftill complained of 
her cruelty; ſhe had acquainted 


him with the promiſe ſhe had 


made her huſband, and her reſo- 
lution to preſerve it ſo inviolable, 


as to admit no lover *till the term 


was expired, which yet wanted 
ſome months of completion. Za- 


mor aſcribed this to her diſlike 


of him, while I law in it only 
the purity of her principles; for, 
formed as Zamor was to charm, 


and prepoſſeſſed with the idea im- 
Vo“. II. E. bibed 


hi 
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bibed on my declaration .of his 
affection for ber, 1 could 


believe it Folible the could E 
inſenſible to his merit, A. endea- 


voured to ' perſuade him, that 


delicacy alone prevented Fatima 


from diſcloſing her ſentiments to 


him. Flattered by this idea, he 
became deſirous that I ſhould once 


more plead for him, in hopes that 
ſne would ſhew leſs reſerve. to me; 
he deſired me to uſe all the elo- 
quence of friendſhip, to obtain 


of $4 6 


permiſſion to addreſs her; to urge 
the unreaſonableneſs of extending 
her vow, beyond what even an 
unt reaſonable huſband. had. 28 3 
| What 
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What a cruel trial was this to 
me! who in ſpite of myſelf, became 
at every interview, more ſenſible 
to the charms of Fatima, and to 
the neceſſity of avoiding her; but 
I -confidered that it was by ſuch 
facrifices as theſe, we render our- 
ſelves | worthy the ſacred name of 
friend: | I reſolved therefore to 
make this effort in favour of 
Zamor. I went to pay a vilit to 
Fatima. I ſaid all that a heart 
fraught with the | moſt anxious 
deſire to gain it's purpoſes, could 


inſpire. I enumerated the virtues 
of Zamor, nor had I occaſion to 
exaggerate in repreſenting him as the 

E 2 moſt 
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moſt .amiable of men; I painted 
his love, I deſcribed his affliction, 
in ſuch ſtrong and pathetic terms, 
that the beautiful eyes of Fatima 
were filled with tears. I took 
advantage of her being thus ſoftened, 
to plead ſtill more ftrenuouſly for 
for him. As I was continuing to 
urge the ſubjet, Fatima aroſe, 
and requeſted I would excuſe her 
abſenting herſelf for a ſhort time. 
She left me in a ſtate of cruel 
ſuſpence; I can hardly deſcribe 
the various emotions which filled 
my heart; never had her charms 
more powerfully” affected me; it 
required all my reſolution to call 

„ 
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my attention from "dwelling on the 
idea of them, F riendſhip how- 
ever prevailed: by the time Fa- 
tima returned, which was in about 
a quarter of an hour, my zeal 
for Zamor was unallayed by 
8 any ſelfiſh conſideration. She en- 
tered with an air of dignity, that 
left no trace of her late tender 
emotions, and thus addrefſed me, 
© You have fenſibly affected me, 
* Zulmis, by the repreſentation of 
« your fiiend's ſituation. I am 
“not inſenſible to his merits: I 
« am perſuaded he poſſeſſes all the 
qualities requiſite to make the 
woman who unites her fate to 
E 3 « his, 
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« his, happy. I had formed a 
« reſolution, to. receive no ad- 
a dreſſes untill the term of my 
„ vow was expired, but your 
* friendly eloquence has conquered 
* my reſolves; my ſcruples, as 
6 far as they relate to myſelf, are 
6s vanquiſhed: but tell Zamor not 
* to judge hence, that I may be 
5 brought to forget what is due 
«to my engagement: that is ſa- 


« cred; what, I have impoſed on 
« myſelf I may diſpenſe with, but 
*« the promiſe 1 have made to ano- 


: «« ther, is irrevocable.” Having ſaid 
this, ſhe left me ere I could 
| expreſs my acknowledgements or 


approbation. 
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approbation. I haſtened to Zamor, | 
eager to communicate what 1 knew | 
would give him fo much - pleaſure. 
His tranſports were unbounded ; 
he was at liberty to ſpeak of his 
paſſion. to the lovely object of it; 
he thanked me a thouſand: times; 
and expreſſed infinitely more gra- 
titude for this ſervice, than for 
that which had ſaved his Ife. I 
ſhared in the happineſs of my 
friend, and thought my ſelf<denial 
rewarded by his felicity. 


From this time, Zamor viſited 


Fatima daily; I did not often 
accompany. him, firmly reſolved to 
E 4 avoid 
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avoid every occaſion of encreaſing 
my favourble prepoſſeſſions towards 
her: They did not preſs me : 
much on the ſubject, which. I 
imputed to the awkwardneſs a 
third perſon occaſions in the 
ſociety of lovers. Convinced that 
the beſt method of ſubduing the 
feelings which 1 found till” too 
powerful for my peace, was to 
keep my mind perpetually engaged 
on other ſubjects, I devoted 
myſelf to ſtudy; every minute 
was filled up by ſome purſuit that 
required unremitted attention, I 
found ſuch advantage ariſe from 
this, that I became more caſy 
k every 
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every day; and contemplated my 
friends approaching union, with a 
ſatisfaction unattended by any ſelfiſn 
regret. enn 


In a few weeks after the expi- 
ration of the widowhood of Fatima, 
ſhe was united to my friend. She 
had a ſmall fortune; mine was al- 
ready as much Zamor's as my own; 
but on this occaſion I made an 
equal partition of it with all the 


forms requiſite to ſecure it to him. 
He was now the happieſt of men: 
the happineſs of all indeed ſeemed 
to be augmented by his marriage. 
The addition of ſuch an aſſociate 
; "WY as 
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a8 Fatima could not. but produce 
an additien of ſatisfaction. The 

more occaſion ſhe had of diſplaying 

her mind, the more did ſhe excite 
the admiration of thoſe who ob- 

ſerved the - delicacy, ſenſibility and 

ſweetneſs that were evinced in all 

ſhe- ſaid or did. I, who had flat- 

tered myſelf that I could behold 

her now with indifference, was, alas! 

too fatally convinced of, my error; 

F had wiſhed to conquer my grow- 

ing paſſion, and therefore hoped I 
had ſucceeded; but .the daily inter- 

courſe which neceſſarily took place 

as we became inmates” of the ſame 

houſe, by rendering her merits more 

conſpicuous 


or avvitnsity. 83 


eonſpieuous, made me more ſen- 


fible of them. I called reaſon and 
ftiendſhip to my aid; but though 
they kelped to - ſtifle my feelings, 
they could not ſubdue them. 
Fatima, the lovely Fatima, was ever 


preſent: to my eyes: | ſleep deſerted 


me; or if for an inſtant I cloſed my 
eyelids, I ſaw Fatima in my dreams. 
Vet Zamor was -ſtill equally dear 


to me: 1 could have ſuffered a 


thouſand deaths rather than a thought 


of being unfaithful to him. Had 
he wanted my life, it was at his 
diſpoſal; but by an inconſiſtence. 


cannot ſolve, there were moments 
in which I could not help being 
| E 6 | Jealous 
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jealous. of his happineſs; in which I 
ſaw the rival in my friend in which 
I envied him. But ſoon was J ſen- 
ſible of my injuſtice : I was aſhamed 
of it, and yet relapſed into it. 


The ſtruggles I had to get the 
better of myſelf, little nouriſnment, | 
and leſs fleep, ſoon made. a viſible 
alteration in me. Zamor, from 
whom I had never concealed any 
thing, imagined no other cauſe 
for the change than ſome diſorder 
of my health, and grew the more- 
alarmed frbm no one's knowing 
whence the complaint proceeded. ' I 
could ſee, that the fear of loſing 
me 
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me poiſoned all his happineſs, and 
made him wretched, even in the 
preſence of Fatima. 

I was ſenſibly. affected by theſe. 
marks of his friendſhip; I found I was 
a bar to his happineſs; I could not 
bear the idea. I reſolved therefore 
to make my health the pretence 
for quitting him: with this deſign 
I went to Zamer, and told him 
that I had been ordered a change 
of air for the recovery of my health. 
Zamor was ſo afflifted at the 
thought of our ſeparation, that he 
abſolutely inſiſted on accompany- 


ing me; but I oppoſed it fo ſtrong- 
ly 
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iy chat he yas obliged: to giye it 
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Two days before that which I 
had- fixed for my departure, finding 
myſelf” overpowered by the melan- 
choly' idea that I was going to 
teur myſelf from all I held dear 
on earth, and fearing to make Za- 
mor a marer in my uneaſineſs, I 
told him and Fatima that T had 
occaſtion to give ſome orders pre- 
vious to my departure, reſpecting a 
little cottage in which T had late- 
Iy placed an unfortunate family, 


at about a mile diſtance, I then 


de to take my ſolitary walk. 
I. had 
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I had not gone far ere I met the 
perſon I | wiſhed to fee, having, 
finiſhed my buſineſs with him, I 
went towards. the. garden; though it 
was evening, the heat of the ſun 
was ſtill fo powerful that it incom- 
moded me extremely; I therefore 
directed my: ſteps to a temple Which 


de had evefted theres: id Win des 


dicated to friendſhip, on an altar 
of the moſt beautiful Egyptian 
marble, Zamor had placed a pic- 
ture, the offering of his grateful 
affection, and drawn. by himſelf, 
repreſenting me in the action of 
ſaving his life, as J have mentioned 
to you. This temple conſiſted of 

| two = 
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two apartments; the inner one con- 
tained our books and muſic ; here 
we uſed frequently to retire on the 
ſummer evenings to enjoy the air. 
To this apartment I went, and 
throwing myſelf on a ſofa, gave way 
to a train of reflections on paſt 
events. Whether it was owing to 
the heat of the day or my having 
had no reſt of late, TI know not, 
but fleep imperceptibly ſtole on me; 
I was rouſed from it by the ſound 
of ſome voices in the next apart- 
ment. The ſofa on which I re- 
clined was fo placed that it could 
only be ſeen by entering the room : 
before ] was thoroughly awakened, 

| I heard 
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1 heard my name pronounced by 
Fatima, and thought I could per- 
cieve ſhe, wept as ſhe pronounced 
it. Agitation and ſurpriſe kept me 
 filent. , I then more plainly heard 
the converſation. Ah! judge gentle 


ſtranger, for thou haſt doubtleſs felt 


the power of the ſtrongeſt, though the 
tendereſt paſſion, what were my 
emotions, when I learnt from the 
lips of Fatima herſelf, © that I 
% had ever been the object of her 
© affetion, that ſhe had imputed 
% my zeal for my friend to in- 
“ ſenſibility towards her, and had 
« therefore reſolved to conquer her 
6 unfortunate partiality; that the 

con- 
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cc 
6c 
C 


cc 


conſideration of Zamor's merit; 


his ſtrong attachment, and her 
unprotected ſtate, ſupported by 
the hope that pride and reaſon 


c ou vanquiſn her paſſion, had 


cc 


_ 


influenced her to accept his offers, 


but that the preference the. had 
at firſt felt was ſo ſtrengthened 
by her being a daily witneſs of 
the merit of it's object, that her 
peace of mind was irrevocably 


gone. She ſaid, ſhe had fo far 
fabdued her feelings as to give 
no cauſe to any body to ſuſpett 


the nature of her ſentiments, but 
that the efforts ſhe made to con- 


&. nga and conceal them were too 


c much 
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much for her; ſhe felt that na- 


ture would yield to the ſtruggles 
of her diſordered mind, for 


though - ſhe had no apparent com- 
plaint, gfief was praying on the 


vital principle, and would, ſhe 


* was ſure, haſten her © deceaſe.. 
This,” added. ſhe, my dear 


Almine (a faithful attendant 
who had brought her up) is the 


cauſe of thoſe tears, thoſe. ſighs, 


which you | have ſd often ſeem 
me give vent to in ſecret - 
1 could no longer reſiſt your 


ſolicitations; it is ſome relief 


to pour my ſorrows into your 
faithful boſom; but ah! ſtrengthen 
cc my 


5 
{ : 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


92 THE PUPIL 


« my reſolution ; aſſiſt me to 
* ſubdue this fatal paſſion, to 


„which I am now a victim: 


© Unhappy Zamor ! More wretched 
« Fatima!” A burſt of prief 
here put an end to Fatima's diſ- 
courſe. What was my ſituation at 
that moment! ſurprize, joy, grief 
and deſpair, by turns poſſeſſed 
my heart: I could ſcarcely believe 


my ſenſes, How was my admi- 
ration for Fatima heightened by 


the recital ſhe had made! what a 


ſympathy. had ſubſiſted in our 


hearts, and directed our conduct 
For ſome moments 1 gave myſelf 
up to the ſweet idea of being 

| beloved 
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beloved: but reaſon ſoon reſumed 
her empire: I ſaw the miſery 

into which I ſhould plunge my : 
friend, by yielding to the paſſion 
which poſſeſſed me; I ſaw that 
if I perſiſted in indulging my 
feelings, my honour, my felf- 
eſteem, would be lot for 
ever: could I bear this! I was 
abſorbed in theſe reflections when 
I - heard Fatima ariſe; I trembled, 
but hoped ſhe would quit the 
Temple without perceiving me; 
our cruel deſtiny ordained it other- 
wiſe; ſhe approached the apart- 


ment where I was; there was no 


retreat; ſhe entered the room; 
ſaw 


| 
| 
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ſaw me; and uttering a faint 
ſhriek, ſunk ſenſeleſs in the arms 
of her attendant, whoſe trembling 


limbs would ſcarcely permit her 


the ſupport ſhe required. I flew 
to her, and conveyed her to the 
ſopha, deſiring Almine to fetch 
ſome water. To deſcribe what 1 
felt while I ſupported this lovelieft 
of women in my arms, is impoſ⸗ 
ſible; I adored her, and knew I 
was beloved; yet an inſuperable 
bar, a bar 1 could not even wiſh 
-removed, was placed between us: 


J was going to quit her: this 


was the laſt time we ſhould ever 


meet; an involuntary impulſe im- 
pelled 
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pelled me /.at.;this; idea to. train 
her. to my boſom; a flood A 
tengerneſs came over my ſoul, 

1, huggoyer her lifeleſs form; 4 
tears ſtreamed from my _ and 
bathed her beauteops face. The 
ſound of footſteps near, rouſed 
me from my ſituation. I thought 
it was Alming, though it was 
impoſſible ſhe could have returned 
ſo, ſoon. I found in turning to- 
wards the * chat I had been 
miſtaken ; ; nobody was there ; con- 
ſidering however the impropriety 
of appearing in ſuch a ſituation, 
ſhould chance lead any other than 
Almine there, I endeayoured to 
compoſe 


os | rTxz vverr 

compoſe my diſordered mind; 1 
had recovered myſelf in ſome degree 
when Almine returned. We were 


a conſiderable eme before we 
could perceive any ſigns of life in 


Fatima; at length ſhe moved; 


apprehenſive of the effect of her 
ſeeing me again, I reſfolved* to 


withdraw, intreating Almine to 


bring me intelligence as ſoon as 
poſſible of the health of her 


miſtreſs. | After walking ſome time 
in the moſt retired part of the 
garden, to conquer my agitation 


of ſpirits, I returned to the 


houſe; I was ſurpriſed to learn, 


that Zamor had ordered his horſes 
and 
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and was gone to a houſe we had 
about ſix miles off, which we 
uſed as a kind of hunting ſeat, 
IJ wondered he was gone alone, 
but did not in the leaſt ſuſpect 
the cauſe of it: Alas! it was he 
whom I had heard approach, as 
| was ſupporting Fatima in my 
arms; hurried away by the natural 
vivacity of his diſpoſition, he 
gave himſelf no time to conſider, 
to enquire, but afted in conſe- 
quence of the deſpair which a 
deceitful appearance created in his 
breaſt. I learnt at the ſame time 
that ; Fatima was worſe, and was 
retired to her apartment. I went 

Vol. II. F 1 
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to bed; but: could not ſleep, 
The next morning I got up 
early ; I immediately enquired for 
Fatima; ſhe had. reſted, very ill 
and could not riſe: this informa- 
tion produced in me the moſt me- 
lancholy ſenſations; a kind of 
unaccountable dark preſentiment 
added yet to the horror I felt, 
A letter was brought me from Za- 
mor; my hand trembled as 1 
opened it; the characters were 
blurred, and ſcarce legibly formed. 
Theſe were the terms of it; they 
are engraven on my heart; that 
heart, in which they placed a 
dagger never to be removed; a 
© living 
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living death it has given me, 
Forgive, if in the repetition, tears 
and ſobs ſtifle my voice, 


By the time you will have 
received this, Zamor is no 
« more. I yeſterday ſaw Fatima 
in your arms: ah! my friend, 
« J felt at that inſtant impulſes of 
revenge: but I diſclaim, I 
« deteſt them, in my dying mi- 
ce nutes. May you be happy with 
" Fatima, and never be falſe to 
* yourſelves! May you never 
% know the affliction I feel! 
«© Farewell! my honour is dear 
*© to me; but it is much leſs 

F 2 ce the 
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7 the loſs of that, than of your 
« friendſhip, which ſends me to 
„ the grave.“ | 


At the reading of this, I gave 
a loud cry of deſpair: I ordered 
immediately a horſe to be got 
ready: I trembled; I raved; and 
was in the moſt dreadful agonies. | 
Almine heard of my condition; 
ſhe came to me: at the ſight of 
her my grief redoubled; ah! 


what would become of her be- 
loved miſtreſs! When the firſt 
| tranſports of my grief were over, 
| | | 1 recommended to Almine in the 
= moſt ardent terms the care of her 
| | | ; miſtreſs 3 
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miſtreſs; I then mounted my 
horſe, and flew to the fatal houſe. 
All was over: I found only the 

pale and bloody corpſe of Zamor. 
How ſhall I paint to you the 
exquiſite torture I felt at that 
fight! I threw myſelf on the 
body of my friend without fhed- 
ding a tear; but breaking out 
into loud and ſharp ſhrieks; at 
length a deep ſwoon deprived me 
of all ſenſe. I was conveyed in 


this ſtate to a bed: a violent 
fever ſeized me, and I was at the 
point of death, But nature was 


ſtronger than my deſpair ; I was 
faved; it was ſome months how- 
F 3 ever 
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ever before I was perfectly reſtored 
to my reaſon. Alas! it had 
been better for me to have re- 
mained in that ſtate of inſenſibility, 
than to awaken to a full ſenſe of 
my miſery, I learnt that Fatima 
had been informed of the melan- 
choly cataſtrophe of Zamor; they | 
had further told her, that my 

death was the immediate conſe- 
quence of ſeeing him in that 
ſtate; a miſtake which had it's 
ſource in the ſwoon that had 
deprived me ſo long of my ſenſes. 
The gentle nature of Fatima ſunk 
under the accumulation of fo 


much ſorrow ; ſhe lived but a few 
days 


* 
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days after the dreadful intelligence: 
this laſt ſtroke confirmed my 
reſolution to fly the world. The 
bodies of Fatima and of my friend 
had been put into the ſame 
coffin : I cauſed it to be brought 
into this ſolitude, in which you 
have found me. I depoſited it 
in the earth, ereted a tomb over 
it, and planted thoſe two orange- 
trees. There it is I paſs all the 
moments of a miſerable life. Every 
time I behold that ſpot, my heart 
bleeds afreſh, yet I cannot tear 
myſelf from it. I bathe it daily 
with my tears; and ſigh inceſſantly 
for the moment that is to 
F 4 mingle 
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mingle my aſhes with thoſe of 'my 
friend. 5 


Zelica was extremely affected at 
the narrative of Zulmis, ſhe ſhed 
tears of ſincere regret to the me- 
mory of the unfortunate pair, and 
theſe tears were the moſt precious 
balm ſhe could have poured into 
a heart too deeply afflicted- to ad- 
mit any conſolation from advice or 
argument. The old man, charmed 
with the ſenſibility of his com- 
panion, and relieved by the com- 
munication of his grief, became 
more compoſed, They ſoon arrived 
2t the end of their journey; there 

the 
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the old man took a tender leave 
of his companion and returned to 
his ſolitude. Zelica met: with the 
maſter of a veſſel, who, in conſt. 
deration of a large ſum, received 
her on board, and ſet fail uy the 
Iſland of Friends. 
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Town * Foie ; 


HE wind at firſt was fa- 
vorable, but in ſome time after 
changed, and became fo violent that 
the ſhip, no longer able to keep its 
courſe, was driven at the mercy 


of it. The fourth day they came 
in fight of a port, towards which 


they were hurried by an indraught 
there 
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there was no poſſibility of ſtem- 
ming. As ſoon as the maſter of 
the veſſel "ſaw it, he gave a Joud 
cry, and in an agony of deſpair ex- 
claimed: undone?” undone? this 
« is the Town of Metamorphoſes ; 
« a Fairy transforms all thoſe who 
% have the misfortune to land at 
ec It, ſome into houſehold furniture, 
* others into animals: every one 
« relatively to his ſtate or incli- 
« nations is differently metamor- 
« phoſed.? He had ſcarce pro- 
nounced theſe words before the ſhip, 
indrawn with the rapidity of the 
current, was already in the port. 


The ſhip's company were al trans- 
| 1 formed 
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formed; ſome into one thing, ſome 
into another. As to Zelica, ſhe put 
the ring on her finger which pro- 
tected her from all enchantment, 
entered the town and began to 
viſit it. | 


There was a large ſquare, ſur= 
rounded with buildings, in which 
were the different halls of the me- 
tamorphoſes. The firſt into which 
Zelica went, was that, of the Sultans: 
they were transformed into clocks, 
well enough gilt, ranged upon a 
line; the movements of theſe clocks 
correſponded behind with cabinets, in 
which their grand-viziers, changed 


into 
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into great keys, ſerved to wind them 
up: the favorites became regulators, 
by which the clocks were directed. 
Over againſt them were perches, 
like thoſe for parrots, upon which 
one part of the courtiers, changed 
into the ſea- birds they call boobies, 
with their eyes fixed upon the 
dial-plate, employed themſelves in- 
ceſſantly in watching the hour: 
and when it ſtruck, other courtiers, 
changed into well poliſhed, ſmooth, 
and ſpecial hard ſtones, farmed an 
echo that repeated it. Others who 


were the moſt ſhining amongſt them, 
were changed into glow-worms,. that 
gave a fort of falſe light which is 

| without 
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without heat: others again into 
ſpecies of moſt venomous ſpiders, 
who devoured one another. There 
were in the ſame ball ſome Guinea 
hens with very beautiful feathers: 
theſe were the ladies of the court. 
The ſpruce beauxs had been changed 
into muſk rats. The prudes were 
eats, who made a frightful noiſe. 
As to the coquets, they were 
changed into eels, and were placed 
in vaſes of water as clear as the 
mirrors they had been ſo fond of. 
The pages of the court, who had 
no other alteration than the ad- 
dition of a tail, amuſed themſelves 
with trying to catch them as they 

went 
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went to. ſpy the haur. On the 
outſide of the hall there was an 
aviary for ſultans diſtinguiſhed for 
their capacity or their goodneſs, 
who had ben changed, ſome into 
eagles, others into pelicans. But 
this aviary was wondrous thinly 
ſtocked. 


Zelica went afterwards into a great 
court-yard, in which there were 
an infinite number of thoſe great 
ſtupid voracious birds, called gulls, 


*The pelican is the emblem of pa- 
ternal love, and conſequently of | that which 
2 good king bears towards his ſubjects. 


who 
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who. were for ever employed in 


5 ſtuffing their crops, which bagged 


out and made them ſtrut in the 


moſt ridiculous manner. An in- 
ſcription informed Zelica that theſe 
had been treaſurers to the kings, 
or ſhe might have been deceived 
and taken them for Bonzes, or 
prieſts of Fohi: but theſe had been 
differently metamorphoſed ; the Fairy 


had an aviary of them, in which 
Zelica ſaw ſome of thoſe prieſts in 
the ſhape of: black-birds, ravens, 
and a few birds of paradiſe. Infinite 
numbers of them alſo appeared like 
ſwarms of locuſts, which overſpread 
the face of the land and devoured 

the 
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the fruits and harveſt. There were 
likewiſe whole tribes of them chang- 
ed into ſwallows, who fed upon 
aſects: theſe they caught by means. 
of an artificial darknefs, which flights 
of them formed, by making a cloud 
over them in the .air, and under 
favour of that obſcurity made 
copious meals of them. Hypoerites 
were transformed into oſtriches, 
the nature of which is to expand 
their wings as if on the point of 
foaring vp to Heaven, though 
their feet never quit the earth, 


Zelica examined ſucceſſively all 
the, halls, aviaries, and court-yards, 


which 


rn 


which contained different metamor- 


Phoſes. 


In the aviary of wits, ſhe ſaw 
a few ſwans, and a, number of 
parrots and parroquites : there 
were alſo ſeveral peacocks, who 
ſtrutted and diſplayed their fine 
plumage, but upon a nearer in- 
ſpection were found to be only 
Jays; who according to the old 
trick, : had borrowed every feather 
of it, The laſt hall which Zelica 
viſited was full of tombs, ſtatutes, 
buſtos, and other antique monu- 
ments: ſeveral of the learned, 
changed into ſepulchral lamps, 
5 diffuſed 
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diffuſed a faint light. Some Rood 
at the door, changed into aſſes 
laden with mummies: others in 
the figure of trees, which bore 
plenty of leaves but no fruit. 


Zelica came out of this hall 
into the ſquare again, in the 
midſt of which ſtood the palace 
of the Fairy; as ſhe went to- 
wards which, ſhe thoughtleſsly 
took off her ring and let it fall: 
a magpie immediately picked it 
up and flew away, but ſettling 
within ten yards, Zelica ran after 


it: the magpie flew away again, 
and ſetiled ten yards farther: 
| Zelica 


2 
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Zelica continuing ſtill to follow it, 
the magpie went into the court- 
yard of the palace; there ſhe 


purfued it; and there we muſt 


leave her, te return to the prince, 
in the iſland on which we left 


him, 
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Dove. Taliſman. Arrival of the 
Prince at Lahor. Gudgeons. Coun- 
eil, &c. 


NE day, that Selim while he 
was thinking of Zelica, had 
wandered into one- of theſe beau- 
tiful groves which Elmaze had 
deſcribed to him, he ſaw, at a 
little diftance from him, a turtle- 

dove, 
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dove, whoſe feathers were of a 
moſt reſplendent whiteneſs all over, 
except it's neck, which was 
adorned with a circle of lively and 
changeable colcurs, which looked 
like a collar of opals; but above 
all, 'ſhe had the fineſt eyes in the 
world, and ſo piercing and ſoft 
a look with them, that there was 
no ſeeing her without admiration. 
As ſoon as the dove ſaw the 
prince, inſtead of be ing feared 
away, ſhe ſeemed tranſportingly 
fluttered, and clapping her wings, 


perched upon his ſhoulder. Selim, 
ſurpriſed to find ſo tame a bird, 

ſtroaked and careſſed her, as if 
| he 
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he felt his heart take an intereſt 
in her. He put her into his 
boſom; and from that inſtant the 
dove and the prince became inſe- 
parable. The days now by this 
acquiſition appeared leſs dull and 
tedious to Selim: and as every 
thing recalled to his mind what 
he had loſt, he fancied that the 
eyes of the dove reſembled thoſe 
of Zelica; or were, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, her eyes in mini- 
ature. They had even her way 


and manner of looking, which 
made him ſigh, and almoſt ſmother 
the bird with his kiſſes. The 
dove on her part returned him 

all 
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all che innocent careſſes à dove 
could be ſuppoſed to do. Her 
eyes were often ſteadily fixed on 
his, and looked as if tears ſtood 
in them. One would have thought 
ſhe wanted to ſpeak, and that 
ſhe tried to expreſs by her looks 
what ſhe could not pronounce. _ 


One day, that he was walking 
by the ſea-fide, he perceived a 
bark afloat with the tide; this 
was the bark that had brought 
Elmaze and Euphroſyne to the 
Iſland. He went on board of 
it without any deſign, and merely 
by way of diverſion: the boat 

inſtantly 


1 1 * » FIFTY 
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inſtantly broke looſe, and went 
out to ſea from it's own motion, 
making ſo quick a-way, that the 
prince in an inſtant of time had 
loſt ſight of the ſnore. He now 
expected to periſh, and prefling 
the dove to his boſom,” ſeemed 


more in pain for her than for 


himſelf: but after ſome hours of 
a rapid courſe he diſcoyered ano- 
ther land, to which the boat 
carried him ſafe. He, jumped 
aſhore, ſat down at the foot of a 
tree, and after fondling the dove, 
fell aſleep. Whilſt he lay thus, 
the dove ſaw a vulture, the fright 
made her fly into the wood; the 

Vox. II. 8 vulture 


2 


122 THE PUPIL 


vulture purſued her, ſhe eſcaped 
him, but not till after a long 
flight; and when the wanted to 
return to the prince, ſhe could 
not find her way again. 


When the prince waked and 
miſſed his dove, he was cruelly 
vexed; he locked and ſearched 
every where round about, never 
ceaſing to call it. He would 
have continued his ſearch much 
longer, but the Fairy of Adverſity 
appeared to him. Prince,” ſaid 
ſhe, for what are you loſing 
« theſe important moments? have 
5 you forgot upon what deſign 

7 0 « you 


2 
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« you ſet out for Lahor? you 
« are not above a day's journey 
« from it; haſten to preſent 
| * yourſelf there, and juſtify the 
« care 1 have taken of you, 
«© Here,” added ſhe, © take this 
*'\taliſman, which has the virtue 
«of making men ſpeak ſincerely; 
<« thoſe- with whom you will have 
* any buſineſs, cannot deceive you; 
« you will be able to diſtinguiſh 
« among. them your friends from 
“ your foes: as to the women, 
there is no taliſman yet found 
«© out that can have that power 
&* over them.“ 


G2 The 
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The prince obeyed the Fairy, 
and repaired to Lahor; there he 
found the number of his friends 


greatly encreaſed. Malee deteſted 


by fathers and huſbands, had made 
himſelf ſucceſſively hared by the 
women. To his inſolence and 
indiſcretion he owed this ; not that 
they exacted a painful diſcretion 
from him, they were rather glad 
that it ſhould be known ke had 
ſucceeded with them, and were 
the firſt” to boaſt of ir; but 
what enraged them was, his pub- 
liſhing their concealed imperfections 
and faults, and making a jeſt of 
them to a ſelect band of coxcombs, 

62-4 Whoſe 
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whoſe profeſſion was to win 
women and deſpiſe them. | 


On the other hand, Achmet 
governed like one who knows he 
may oppreſs with impunity. The 
people who groaned under his 
adminiſtration, importuned the throne 
with loud clamours, that were not 
ſo much as heard, In theſe 
circumſtances an accident happened, 
which completed the diſaffection 
of the moit powerſul of his ſubjects, 
the Braminees. 


There were two days of the 
year, in which the chief of the 
Braminees, preſented in ample 


8 form 


- 
* 
— * 


* 


126 THE PUPIL. 


form and ceremoney to Mohammed, 
certain large gudgeons, which 
were taken out of the fiſh ponds. 


of the Great Pagoda.“ The Sul- 


tan thoſe two days dined in public, 
and was to abſtain from all other 
fort of food. Mohammed, who 


was naturally a great glutton, had 
little reliſh for this kind of fiſh, 


which he thought a very unſa- 
voury meal; and his cooks, ſkilful 


as they were, could find out no 
ſauce that would make him ſwallow 


* Chardin in his voyage to Perſia, 
mentions a pond, in which there were 
kept fiſh that were held ſacred. Vol. 1ſt. 


the 
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the gudgeons. The Divan was 
aſſembled by his order, to ſettle 
this important matter. My 
* royal will is,“ ſaid Mohammed, 
that ſome expedient be found, 
*« for ſparing me two curſed 
meals; theſe gudgeons diſguſt 
« me. I do not ſee what end 


«© my eating them anſwers; and I 
„% want to know, whether the 
« princes my neighbours have 
© them ſerved up to their tables.” 
** Your majeſty,” ſaid the grave 
and ſupercilious Zinchi, * need 
* not doubt of it; the uſe of 
gudgeons is as ancient as the 
* worſhip of Viſtnou; all the 
G4 difference 
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« difference is in the ſauce. The 
te ponds of the” Braminees are full 
of gudgeons: gudgeons are their 
& revenue. If your majeſty diſ- 
„ penſes with eating them, it is 
* to be feared, that your ſub- 
cc jects will alſo think they are 
« authoriſed to diſpenſe with it; 
« and what will then become of 
the ſubſiſtence of the good 
&« fathers, the Braminees ? Your 
« moſt religious majeſty cannot 
& alſo but know, that the Vedam 
© expreſſly commands this eating 


* 


of gudgeons; and that one is 
* never more agreeable to Viſtnou, 


than when one is crammed with 
. ce this 
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this fiſh.” © Body of me,“ 
ſaid the Sultan, © I wonder what 
* dainty you will recommend to 
% me next. Viſtnou to be ſure, 
ce troubles his head much with 
„what we eat: let thoſe who 
{© love gudgeons eat them. You 
* ſay there will be fewer Brami- 
„ nees: what then? Would the 
© the loſs be great? My majeſty 
« will be as religious as you 
© pleaſe; but it ſhall never be 
« ſaid that you cram gudgeons 
« down my throat, And you,” 
added he, turning to Achmet, 
** what is your opinion?” “ Dread 
Sir,“ ſaid Achmet, the dil- 
G 5 („ ſatisfaction 
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1 ſatisfadtion of the Braminees is 
« to be feared, but much more 
5 to be feared is the diſſatisfaction 
« of your royal ſtomach, The 
cc ſacred eorpulence of your ample 


„ majeſty, is of tenfold the im- 


* portance to the ſtate; and I 
e hold it to be for the good of 
« the public, that your majeſty 
„ ſhould be diſpenſed from 2 
«© cuſtom which may endanger 
your loſs of fleſh, Yet all 
might be reconciled, by having 
* gudgeons ſerved up at your 
table in public, of which you 
might juſt taſte for form's ſake, 
and gorge yourſelf in private 

cc yith 
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„ with diſhes more to your 

«© palate.” By my auguſt perſon,” 
cried the Sultan, © thou art, next 
* to myſelf, the greateſt wit, the 
e greateſt genius in my whole 
% dominions: If 1 had four men 
« ſuch as thou art in my Divan, 
I ſhould ſoon be univerſal mo- 
, narch. I will follow thy 
advice: the expedient is admi- 
rable.“ The Braminees were 
not of the ſame opinion: the 
innovation appeared dangerous to 
them, and they did not fail to 
decry Mohammed and his miniſter 
in the minds of the people. 


Lay 


1 


G 6 During 


ii in ori i 


During this juncture, the prince 
being arrived at Labor, ſaw his 
partiſans in ſecret, and made uſe 
of the Fairy's taliſman to diſtinguiſh 
| thoſe upon whom he might depend, 
and the different motives which 
attached them to him. His party 
was compoſed of three claſſes or 
diviſions. | 


The firſt was reduced to a ſmall 
number, it conſiſted of thoſe who 
loved their duty, or who had a 
perſonal regard for the prince. 


The ſecond of thoſe who hated 
the 
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the preſent Government, which were 
not a few. 


The third, and moſt conſiderable 
one was formed of thoſe who 
hoped to mend their fortunes, 
or find their advantage in a re- 
volution. 


Yet, it muſt not be imagined, 
that theſe ſprings of action were 
all ſimply and fingly thoſe we 
mention: they were complicated 
with many other leſs ſenſible mo- 


tives, and which even thoſe, Who 
were actuated by them, did not 
always. 


134 THE PUPIL 


always know. For the taliſman 
had taught the Prince that 
there were few men who had a 
conſequential ſyſtem of conduct 
and deſigns, that what they believe 
their interſt, was truly their com- 
paſs; but that this compaſs was 
ſubject to continual variations, that 
even in thoſe who were ſteered by 
it towards a given fixed point, it 
was liable to frequent declinations: 
that however, as certain latitudes 
have their peculiar currents and 
trade - winds, moſt men had their 
particular habits, and thoſe habits 
it was which were more to be 

| depended. 
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depended 6n. than their principles, 
or on what was judged. ought to 
be their intereſt. 


But whilſt Selim took pains to. 
ſtrengthen his party, he neglected 
no enquiry which might gain him; 
information of Zelica's fite, But 
nothing could he diſcover, and 
his anxiety was the greater, for 
knowing that Malee was alſo 
making ſearch for her, and that 
he ſtill kept up a cloſe commerce 
with the Magician of the Vol. 
cano: that they often diſappeared: 
together, and ranged the regions. 
of 
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of the air under different ſhapes, 
and had been ſeen a few days 
before taking their flight from 
the palace, under that of two large 
birds of prey. 


OF ADVERSITY. 137 


CHAP. VII. 


Selim goes to. the King of Candahar's © 
Court, Effet of the . Taliſman. 


Succours he obtains. 


YOWEVER favorable the 
diſpoſition of the minds in 
general was to Selim, he clearly 
perceived that he could not hope 


for any conſiderable attempts in 


his 


* 


* 
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his favor without a foreign aid, 
The troops of the Sultan, whom 
Achmet politically took care to 
treat well, kept every body in 
fear and ſubjection. This con- 


ſſideration engaged him to go in 


perſon to the king of Candahar's 
court, where Oſmyn had been 
ſome time before him. From 
him he learnt that the court 
there was divided at that time, 
into two parties: that the Sultan 
was governed by the Queen his 
mother, who was herſelf governed 
by two Viziers, the one named 
Poubor, General of the Elephants; 
Et), the 


— 
q 
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the other Sehaban, Chief of the 
Eunucks, The Prince paid each 
of them a viſit, not forgetting to 
take his taliſman with him. Firſt 
he went to Doubor. © Your in- 
«© tereſts,” ſaid Doubor to him, 
« are perfectly indifferent to me: 
it is of very little conſequence . 
* to me whether you or another 
e reigns in Lahor: but it is of 
«© great conſequence to me to en- 
« groſs all the power: war will 
* be of uſe to me for this pur- 
& poſe, it will make me neceſſa- 
* ry, and furniſh me with means 


of advancing my creatures, and 
< of 
- v | 
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of procuring” me new ones; fo 
«© that you may depend on my 
«« ſerving you with all the warmth 
„ and all the zeal I have, for 
* my own intereſt.” 


The Prince went next to Se- 
haban's. Prince,” ſaid this mi- 
niſter to him, your intereſt is 
nothing to me: J do not even 
« conſider that of the ſtate; 7 
e think wholly and ſolely of what 
« is moſt for my own advantage, 
* which depends on the preſcr= 
s vation of peace, Now, as war 
is what you require for your 


4 ſervice, 
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« ſervice, reſt aſſured, that I will 
« omit nothing which may thwart 
$6: und uh oY | 


The power of the taliſman ex- | 
torted theſe declarations from the 
two Viziers: but not. you may be 
ſure without ſtrong inward convul- 
ſions. It was not in their power 
to | conceal their ſentiments, and 
they could not concieve what it 
was made them thus  »1ſeaſonably 
fincere, and that for the firſt time 
of their lives. The reſt of the 
courtiers were not leſs plain dealers, 
and by that we may judge of the 
excellence 
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excellence of the taliſman : ac 
cording as they were attached to 
either of the Viziers, they anſwered 
the Prince, that they would favor 
or oppoſe him, As for the 
Sultan, he told Selim: „ that 
* the Queen mother was to be 
«« conſulted for her opinion upon 
* the matter: that for his own 
part he meddled with nothing; 
«© that the ſtate would always be 
e well enough governed for him, 
« and that, provided he was at 
c eaſe, he cared not about the reſt.” 
»The Queen mother, being a wo- 
man, the virtues of the taliſman 

| were 


Fg 
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were of no ſervice in reſpe& to 
her: ſhe received the Prince very 
graciouſly, and ſeemed to feel 
great concern for him, but re- 
mained in ſuſpence between the 
two Viziers. 

Happily for Selim, a great event 
came to his aſſiſtance and deſtroyed 
the equilibrium. Sehaban heed- 
leſsly trod upon the foot of the 
Queen's favorite little ſpaniel; he 
was diſgraced, and his crime ap- 


peared ſo atrocious, that he was 
pitied by none, and of all that 
crowd, who an inſtant before had 
| paid 
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paid the moſt abje& court to him, 
there was not one but pronounced 
he was a wretch, who had de- 
ſerved death, and that the Queen 
was too merciful in ſparing his 
life. Doubor then became all- 
powerful, and Selim obtained the 
ſuccours he requeſted. . 


"Eh CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
| Concluſion, 


ELIM and Oſmyn ſoon after 
entered the kingdom of Lahor, 
at the head of a body of troops, 
which the junction of a great 


number of malcontents encreaſed - 


into a conſiderable army. One 
day that they had®made a halt, the 
Vor. II, H Prince 


| 
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Prince went to hunt in à large 
foreſt, near where kis army was 
encamped. He ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſo hurried away by his ardour 
for the ſport, that he outrode his 
attendants and loſt his way. Af- 
ter having long to no purpoſe 
ſought to regain it, quite exhauſt- 
ed with fatigue, he diſmounted 
from his, horſe, and fat bumſelf down 
at the foot of a cedar, by the 
ſide of a rivuler. A few ſteps 
from him he; ſaw. a dove who 
was. come to drink there; it was 
the very dove. he had been ſo 
cruelly vexed at loſing. The 
1 Prince 


1 
11 
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Prince called to her; ſhe flew 
to him, fluttering her wings; 
when all of a ſudden he faw her 


cowering to the ground and give 


a ſhrill ſcream, The Prince 
looking up for the cauſe of it, 
ſaw two vultures, the one black, 
the other white, hovering in the 
air, and ready to make a ſtoop 
at the dove. He drew an arrow, 
and ſhot it with ſuch fill and 
ſacceſs, that the two carniverous 
birds, pierced through and through 
with the ſame dart, fell dead at 
his feet. That inſtant the earth 


trembled, the ſky darkened, and 
H 2 the 
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the thunder rolled. The gentle 
dove, alarmed, flew for ſhelter to 
the boſom of the Prince. But 
ſoon after the ſky became again 
clear and ſerene; the earth was 
no longer ſhaken ;* inſtead of the 
two vultures, the Prince was at 
firſt ſurpriſed to ſee the- body of 
Malee at his feet, without life, 
and weltering in gore; upon re- 
collection however he made no 
doubt of the other vulture's being 
the magician of the Volcano, 
whoſe body had, during the dark- 
neſs, been carried off by a ſuper- 
natural power. The dove, when 

tte 
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the alarm was over, came from 
her ſhelter, and perched on the 
arm of the Prince, giving him 
every poſſible mark of her joy in 
ſeeing him again; Selim on bis 
part, by a thouſand careſſes, teſti- 
fied that his ſatisfaction was equal 
to hers. As the day was de- 
clining he put her into his boſom * 
againz and now uncertain which 
way to turn his ſteps, he ſuffered 
himſelf to be guided by a glim- 
mering light, which he ſaw at a 
diſtance, The light conducted 
bim to the avenue of a caſtle, 
the front of which 'was hung with 
H 3 black, 
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black, and lighted by only | ſuch 
a number of lamps as ſerved to 
render the gloom more conſpicuous, 
He made his way through a court 
and portico, all hung and lighted 
up in the fame manner, and came 
into a ſaloon wainſcoted with 
ebony; ſeventy gold lamps hung 
from the cicling, and under a 
black dome which was in the 
center, ſtood a bed of tate, upon 
which lay an ugly negroe, dreſſed 
in a golden ſtuff embroidered with 
precious ſtones; - two pearls of in- 
eſtimable value hung at his ears. 
Two women flaves ſtood at the 

U W bed's 
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bed's head and fanned the flies 
away with peacocks tails. At 
the foot of it a ' crooked old 
woman appeared overwhelmed with 
_ affliction. On each ſide of the 
bed ſtood twelve women of the 
moſt exquiſite beauty, of whom 
fix were fair and fix brown; they 
were dreſſed in black ſattin robes, 
which trailed fx yards on the 
ground, and on their heads were 
long crape veils; their hair all 
hung diſheveHed over their faces 
and ſhoulders, * Oh, thou moft 
„ beautiful of the ſons of men?” 
ffaid they to this uglieſt of 
H 4 moniters) 
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monſters) is it poſſible that death 
* ſhould not have reſpefted thy 
* wondrous charms? - we have 
„ loſt you, delight of our ſouls! 
* no more ſhall we behold thy 
«« graceful form. Love is going 
© to be -ſhut up in the grave 


__ with you, and leave us for ever 


&* in the arms of grief,” As they 
ſaid theſe words, a deep wound 
in the breaſt of the negro guſhed 
forth in a ſtream of blood: the 
twelve women gave a dreadful 
ſkriek; the old woman turned 
and perceived the Prince: ſhe 
|  ſhuddered at the ſight of him; 
| aad 


* 
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and clapping her hands aloud, 


ſix hideous negroes appeared: - 


There,“ ſaid ſhe, © is the mur- 


„derer of my ſon, there is the 


© barbarian who killed Charmer: 


*© ſeize him and the dove to- 


„ gether : | haſte, carry them to 


** the accurſed tower, to the King 


** Amurath my huſband : let that 


© unfortunate father revenge on 
« them the death of our Year 
« ſon, the Magician of the Vol- 
* cano,” The ſix negroes laid 
hold of the Prince, with the Dove, 
and carried them to the accurſed 


tower, through an ally of cypreſſes. 
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As they entered this tower, where 
every thing breathed horror and 
deſpair, their ears were ſtruck with 
the confiiſed noiſe of chains, of 
fhricks and groans, with which the 
gloomy vaults of the tower re- 
ſounded. They were brought be- 
fore Amurath, ſurnamed the Tyrant, 
He was then in a ſaloon of black 
marble, ſeated upon a heap of 
Þbdies whom he had juſt killed 
with his own hand. They were yet 
palpitating. Theſe were wretches 
whom he had ſelected for atten- 
dants to his fon in the kingdom 
of ſouls, Their gore ſtreamed 

| upon 
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upon the marble, and the hands 
of the Tyrant were yet reeking 
with it. f 


At the fight of theſe two 
new victims, he felt a ſavage joy: 
his - blood-ſhot eyes ſparkled like 
thoſe of a tyger in view of his 
prey. r 5 * 


* Prince,” ſaid he to Selim, © ig 
*« my life I never forgave any 
one; yet thee I will forgive on 
one condition.“ — 
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What may that be?“ anſeere 
the prince. 


* Here,” replied Amurath, © take 
ee this poignard and pierce the 
« breaſt of that dove: it is ſhe 
of who. is the cauſe of thy killing 
my ſon, the magician: I will 
„be ſatisfied with quenching my 
6e thirſt in her blood, provided it 
8 thou that ſhall preſent it 
| 1 to me.” 

Selim thought it "would be a 
cowardly meanneſs, to redeem his 
life at the price of that of an 


innocent 
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innocent creature, who had taken 
ſnelter under his protection; 
which there was no ſeeing with- 
out loving, and for which his 
heart had unaccountably from the 
firſt, felt the tendereſt concern: 
but when caſting his eyes on her, 
he ſaw her extend her little throat 
as it were to preſent it to him, 
*© No!” he exclaimed, ſoftened to 
the greateſt. degree. No! too 
+ oenerous dove, thou ſhalt not 

“ die by my hands,” 
« Is that your laſt determi- 
« nation?“ reſumed the ty- 
| rant: 
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rant: think that * inſtant 
_ death Alt! 4: 


10S, 0141 12 Tin | | | 

66 5 pf i no terrors for me: 
interrupted the prince. Oh! 
« deareſt Zelica! thou doubtleſs 


„ art no more, and I burn to 
; oni thee! ? 


„ And rejoin her thou | ſhalt,” 
ſaid Amurath, „ ſooner than thou 
cc thinkeſt for; but it ſhall be 
« only to periſh with her: know 
< her in the bird I wanted thee 
4 to ſacrifice,” | 


At 
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At theſe words, Amurath touched 
the dove with a black wand the 
fairy his wife had given him; 


the dove diſappeared, and in her 


place Zelica ſtood revealed to the 
fight of the prince. 


6 Oh deareſt Zelica!“ “ Oh 
« deareſt Selim!“ they cried out, 
both in the fame inſtant.— 


8 Let them be laden with chains,“ 
faid the tyrant, and dragged to 


* a dungeon, and there leave to 


«© hunger the Gare of preparing 


ce their grave.“ 
This 
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This barbarous order was exes 
cuted. In the firſt moments, 
Zelica and the prince, notwith- 
ſtanding the horror of their dun- 
geon, and the irkſome weight of 
their chains, felt only the pleaſure 
of ſeeing each other again; they 
mutually related all that had 
happened to them. Zelica told 
the prince in what manner, a 
magpie having flown away with 
her ring in the town of Metamor- 
phoſes, the had been changed into 
a dove, But the ſweetneſs of 


| this converſation, ſoon gave way 
to the bittereſt affliction. Nothing 
can 
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can in effect be imagined. more 
cruel, than the - ſituation of 
theſe two lovers. They were 
faſtened to a ſtake oppoſite to 
each other, with an iron chain 
round their bodies. The tyrant, 
ingenious in his cruelty, had 
ordered that the gloomy light of 
a lamp, ſhould juſt give light 
enough in that diſmal place for 
them to ſee, as they were periſh- 
ing by this flow and cruel torture, 
the horrors of death paint them- 
ſelves in each others face; in the 
face of the perſon they adored. 
Both looked at the other, and 
c diſſolved 
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diſſolved into tears; At the end 
of two days, (which they paſſed 
in deploring the fate of each 
other, without any nouriſhment} 
Zelica fell into a languor, which 


every inſtant augmented. Like a 
flower that draws no moiſture from 
the earth, whoſe vivid colours 
fade, and whoſe feeble ſtem can. 
no longer ſupport it, fhe drooped, 
and leaned down her head: the- 
lively vermilion of her cheeks was. 
fled; the paleneſs of death was. 
on them; or, if in ſome moments 
their livid hue fluſhed them with. 
a momentary heat, it was owing- 
| | to 
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to the inward hungry fire which 
preyed on her vitals. Selim was 
alſo conſuming with the like, but 
more flowly : already their parched 
eyes refuſed tears for the ex- 
_ preſſion of their orief. | 


« Heavens!” faid the Prince 
to Telica, * is it then to ſes 
« you periſh, that I have found 
«© you again; to ſee death 
yy approach you by degrees, 
* and dtsfigure thoſe beautiful 
« features, that lovely form 
* which I adore! What! ſhall 
© the moſt perfett production 

« of 
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« of nature, the ornament of 
„the earth, ſhall Zelica be 
4 abandoned to this cruel fate, 
© and I not able to aſſiſt her! 
That form, made only for love 
© to encircle with his tendereſt 
** bands, * confined and galled with 
* a horrible chain, and I can 
&©« neither break it, nor - eaſe it's 
weight by adding it to mine 
« Inhuman King! exhauſt your 
* torments upon me, but let 
« your | cruelty be ſofrened by 
« beauty; the greateſt barbarians 
« acknowledge it's empire,” 


** 


Zelica 
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Zelica ſcarce heard theſe com- 
plaints; ſhe could only evince 
that ſhe till lived, by a tender 
piteous 150K ſhe caſt at Selim; 
her eyes now growing every in- 
ſtant more dim, and deprived _ 
of their luſtre, could in their 
laſt glimmerings of light ſcarce 
diſcern Selim, but as through 
a miſt; when a tremendous 
noiſe was heard, like the cruſh 
of a vaſt building falling to 
pieces at once on all ſides. 


Zelica and Selim loſt every 
lenſe of life: but what was 
their 
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their ſurprize when coming to 
themſelves again, they found 
themſelves beſide each other, not 
in a dungeon, but on a ſofa 
in the royal palace of the 
kingdom of Eahor! and no more 
affected, or the worſe for what 
they had ſuffered, than if they 
had juſt awakened out of a 
dream, 
„ Ceaſe your aſtoniſhment,” 
ſaid the Fairy of Adverſity, 
who at that inſtant appeared 
to them, „it is I who have 
delivered you: it was for 
| & a trial, 
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cc a trial, that I ſeemed to aban- 
« don you to 'yourfelves With 
« my wand 1 deſtroyed the 
ec accurſed tower to it's very 


«© foundation, and buried the 
6 monſters who inhabited it under 


6c it's ruins; whilſt in the mo- 
% ment of it's deſtruction 1 
« tranſported you to this palace, 
4% which is actually your own. 
* Whilſt yau were in the priſon 
of Amurath, Oſmyn, after 
© having had you ſought for 


«every where in vain, marched 
% to Lahor. At his approach, a 
% revolution was brought about; 
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„ in which Mohammed and his 
«© Miniſter periſhed.” 


de Fairy then preſented 
Oſmyn to Zelica and Selim; 
and after witneſſing the tranſ- 
ports which filled the boſom 
of each, on the reunion of 
all they held dear, ſhe exhorted 
the Prince to render himſelf wor- 
thy of what ſhe had done for 
him. J 
„ You are going,” ſaid ſhe, 
«© to reign : never ſuffer proſperity 
to harden your heart, and 
| never 
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„never forget me. In the vir- 
„ tues of the lovely Zelica, and 
« in the affection of your ſubjects, 
« you will be ſupremely bleſt: 
« let them receive the protection 
« and happineſs from you, that is 
« due from a, parent to his 
„children. If you obſerve this 
council, I promiſe you an at- 
* tainment more valuable, than 
Hall the kingdoms of the earth. 
Farewell, prince!“ 


The Fairy then diſappeared. 
The Prince followed her in- 
Vol. II. 1 junctions, 
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junctions, and received the re- 
ward he entitled himſelf to 
He gained, the Regions of 
Felicity, 


